345 West Portal
Avenue, Suite 200
San Francisco
(415) 702-9772

Advertisement space available
please call the Rectory at
(415) 664-8481 to inquire.

fireflyorthodontics.com

Braces and
Invisalign for
children, teens
and adults.
Private parking available for patients!

WOODSMYTH
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Ray - (415) 420-6850
www.woodsmythconstruction.com

DALY CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
415-753-6804

Remodels
Additions
Bathrooms
Dry Rot
Upgrades

Residential & Commercial
Structural & Soft Story Upgrades, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Additions, Windows, Dry Rot

License # 789093

LIC.#659078

www.jimdalyconstruction.com
dalynjk@comcast.net

RIORDAN SYKES McFADDEN,
PC
Certified Specialists in Estate
Planning, Trust, and Probate Law
California State Bar, Board of
Legal Specialization

GARAGE DOOR
MARK GRIFFIN, Owner
Riordan High Grad,
St. Finn Barr Grad
8 Radio-Dispatched Trucks
Overhead Doors & Openers
2285 Revere Ave., S.F. 94124

381 West Portal Avenue, Suite B,
San Francisco

(415) 661-9050

FAMILY, COSMETIC, IMPLANT DENTISTRY

(415) 648-6413
Bonded & Insured

2033 Taraval St. (415) 665-8397

Lic. #671116

Estate Planning & Probate

McCoy Church Goods
1010 Howard Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94401

Mary Gemma O’Keeffe
Attorney at Law
1514 Taraval Street
San Francisco, CA 94116

(415) 664-6788

650-342-0924
Vaccarezza Glass Co.
Vinyl Windows, Shower Doors, Mirrors
Commercial and Residential
425 Taraval St.
Jim Vaccarezza
San Francisco
(415) 759-8290

JEFFREY S. JANG, D.D.S.
ORTHODONTICS
1848 Noriega St.
San Francisco
(415) 564-1552

341 - A Gellert Blvd.
Daly City
(650) 994-3900

LADIES ANCIENT ORDER OF
HIBERNIAN (LAOH)
Interested in joining Charitable Organization that
promostes charity, church, and Irish Heritage

Contact Rosemarie Azinheira
415-753-5680

Advertisement
space available
please call the
Rectory at
(415) 664-8481 to
inquire.

364 West Portal Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94116
Senior Discount 15%

Mon.--Fri. 7:30—7:00
Saturday 7:30—6:00
Laundry & Alterations

WHELAN ACADEMY
of IRISH DANCE
Sheila Whelan Gallagher, T.C.R.G.
Sharon Whelan MacSweeney, A.D.C.R.G.
Children & Adult Classes

(415) 242-5177

2555 SEVENTEENTH AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94116
TEL: (415) 664-8481; FAX: (415) 661-2957
EMAIL: STCECILIA@STCECILIA.COM
PARISH OFFICE:
At this time, the Parish Office is open on a limited basis.
To contact our Parish staff please see the Parish website or
leave a message with the office. Your inquiry will be
returned as soon as possible.
TEMPORARY MASS SCHEDULE:
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 9:00 AM (LIVE STREAMED)
SUNDAY: 9:30 AM (LIVE STREAMED)
11:30 AM (OUTDOOR –SCHOOLYARD W EATHER PERMITTING)
PASTOR
Rev. Rene Ramoso
ASSOCIATE PASTORS
Rev. Paul Arnoult
Rev. Sebastine Bula, VC
DEACON
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM
Registered parishioners are invited to have their
children baptized at St. Cecilia’s. Parents and
Godparents must participate in
our Baptismal Preparation program.
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION of ADULTS
(Adult Baptism)
For information, please call (415) 664-8481
CONFESSION
By Appointment (415) 664-8481

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY
To be married at St. Cecilia, either the bride or the
IN RESIDENCE
groom must be Roman Catholic.
Rev. Msgr. Floro Arcamo
1.
You
qualify
as an “in parish” couple if you live
Rev. L. Joseph Landi
within the parish boundaries or, have been registered and active for
SECRETARY: Irma Lavitoria
six months or, have been raised in the parish.
2. If you do not meet one of the three qualifications,
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Russell Ferreira - (650) 588-7493
then you are considered an “outside of parish” couCOLLINS CENTER
SCHOOL
ple.
2560 18th Avenue
660 Vicente Street
3. Contact the parish office at least six months prior
San Francisco, CA 94116
San Francisco, CA 94116
to the date of your proposed wedding to participate
Phone: (415) 566-2690
Phone: (415) 731-8400
in our marriage preparation program.
Mailing Address:
Email:Office@stceciliaschool.org
2555 17th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94116
Coordinator: Diane Weinkauf

Principal: Christopher Uskert
Secretary: Karen Carberry
Receptionist: Karen Colen

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

Monday thru Friday:
8:00AM-3:30PM

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION (CFF)

Pre-K/K to Grade 8
Virtual Classes
Louise Foo, CFF Volunteer
Email: lhyfoo@hotmail.com

ANOINTING of the SICK
This sacrament is for the elderly, the seriously ill, or
those scheduled for surgery. Call us when a family
member is admitted to a hospital or nursing facility.
SICK CALLS
In case of emergency, please call 415-535-8719.
HOSPITAL VISITS &
MINISTRY to the HOMEBOUND
Please call the Rectory with the names of
relatives or friends in the hospital or homebound.

Third Sunday of Advent - December 13, 2020
HOLY DARKNESS
Darkness can terrify us, can consume us, as we
know from our 2020 experience.
And yet, the right kind of darkness can give us
peace. A night of good sleep, for instance, or a
“lovely soft day”—as the Irish call those shady,
rainy, drizzling days that make Ireland green.
“I am pointing you toward the light,” the Baptist
seemed to say.

Once I had an experience of lovely, soft darkness. It
took place in Hawaii—strangely, since light
abounds there. A brother Jesuit and I decided to
climb all the way up the side of one of Maui’s
volcanic mountains—with a guide and with friends
of his, I am happy to say—and then climb down
into the crater itself.
Fine, but no one had mentioned that there was a
great dark cave at the other end of the crater floor.
It was a “lava tube,” formed when a huge molten
stream begins to cool and harden on the outside
while the inside keeps flowing and emptying. This
leaves a tube, into which we were ushered, following
trustingly. We took a few curves, and suddenly
there was not a scrap of natural light left for us,
only a single electric bulb hanging from above. We
settled down on various rocks.
The guide put out the light.
He had warned us ahead of time, very kindly and
all, but the words “put out the light” did not sound
comforting to my ears. It is what
Shakespeare’s Othello said as he blew out the
candle and then again as he took the life of the
sleeping Desdemona. Creepy.

no least spark. Obviously we felt trapped and
afraid, lost in a strange place, our eyes suddenly
useless.
No.
Against all reason, we felt great rest, great peace.

UPCOMING EVENTS
December 16 (Wednesday) - Baptismal Class (7:00 PM)
December 24 (Thursday) - Christmas Eve (Masses at 3:00 PM & 5:00 PM)
December 25 (Friday)
- Christmas Day (Masses at 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM)
- The Nativity of the Lord (Holy Day of Obligation)
January 01 (Friday)
- New Year’s Day (Mass at 9:00 AM)
- Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation)

“I’ll turn the light back on now,” the guide
whispered after several minutes, but we revolted.
“No, no, leave it off. Give us more time.” We sat,
unseeing, consoled by the warmth and depth of
absolute night.
When the tiny little bulb did finally go on again, our
own eyesight surprised us. Seeing was like a
memory that had slipped away. The dark had
formed a resting place, it seemed, where our souls
could re-charge, our eyes recover their innocence.
Maybe the daylight world had become too ordinary,
too usual, just something to reveal tools to be used.
Now it seemed miraculous, a gift given by God, even
if by means of an insignificant incandescent bulb.
In Sunday's Gospel, the people hunger for light.
“Are you the light?” they shout to John the Baptist.
Will you “bring glad tidings to the poor, heal the
brokenhearted, proclaim liberty to the captives and
release the prisoners” (First Reading)?

“I am pointing you toward the light,” the Baptist
seemed to say. “He will be here soon. Hold onto my
arm.”
What is your experience of darkness? Maybe it is
the opposite of quiet. Maybe terror is its name. If
so, know that, however unrelieved your night may
be, there is still, always, the promise of light. When
you have been deprived for a long, long time, even
one speck of light will change everything.
As a tiny child will on Christmas night.

SCHOOL UPDATE
As I am sure you are all aware, San Francisco is currently experiencing an unsettling upward trend of
positive COVID-19 cases and an increase in hospitalizations. After discussions with the Archdiocese, the San
Francisco Department of Public Health, medical professionals, parents and teachers, St. Cecilia School has
made the decision to return from Christmas vacation on Tuesday, January 5th with two weeks of Distance
Learning for all students. Our return to in-person learning for TK-2nd and the first cohorts of 3rd-8th grade
will begin on Tuesday, January 19, 2021. We, along with several other Catholic schools in the area, have made
this decision to help keep our students, families, faculties and staff safe.
We hope that if you choose to visit with family or enlarge your social group, you do so safely and thoughtfully.
San Francisco is under a Shelter-in-Place order but the holidays may tempt many to gather with others
outside of their home or to travel outside of SF (against those regulations). Please do everything you can to
remain safe - practice social distancing, wear a mask, and avoid large crowds.
Chris Uskert, Principal

Children's Faith Formation Program

Robert Moffatt and Qingkai Gui
Daniel O’Keeffe and Amanda Botelho

2021 CALENDARS
Blessed by Fr. Paul, the 2021 church calendars are
available for pick-up in the church, near Our Lady’s
ANNUAL APPEAL (as of December 07, 2020)
Chapel. Please take one for the New Year.

Campaign Goal
$161,375

Amount Received
$72,764

Due
$88,611

ADVENT GIVING

This year, due to COVID, rather than our usual Advent
Your gifts helped our church and improved lives of others. Giving Tree, please consider donating a gift card or two.
Target gift cards are preferred as they are one of the few
Thank you for helping us achieve our campaign goal.
stores that still sell children’s toys. Gift cards can be
dropped off at the Parish Office mailbox or you may
THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOUR GIFT
contact parish giving tree coordinator Helen Roy at 415Offertory Collection 2020
420-3216 or email her at havroy@gmail.com for more
information. Thank you for your generosity.
December 05–06 - $9,867

Off it went.
Perhaps a dozen of us had made the trip, and we
simultaneously stopped our movements and our
nervous talk. Deep, unrelieved darkness settled
around us and around everything else. Eyes open,
eyes closed, it was all the same. No light, no shadow,

NEW PARISHIONERS

St. Cecilia's Faith Formation Program (CFF) offers faith
formation (virtual this year) for children who do not attend
Catholic schools. We offer pre- K/K (min. age = 4 yrs. old),
1st Grade, 3rd/4th Grade, 5th/6th Grade. Please contact
Louise Foo, St.
Cecilia's
CFF
Volunteer,
at
lhyfoo@hotmail.com, for further information.

This Week’s Mass Intentions

John Foley, SJ

Monday, December 14
Danny Davis
Jim and Margaret Kavanagh
Tony Sheehan

Wednesday, December 16
Gerald Greenfield
Mary Kavanagh
Oscar Mollari

Tuesday, December 15
Christina Macken
Chrissy & Pat Scanlon
Gerald Greenfield

Thursday, December 17
Mary O’Donnell
Patrick Ryan, Living
Frank and Kathleen O’Keeffe

Friday, December 18
Special Living Intention of the
Gard Family
John Shanley
Geoffrey Shirvani
Saturday, December 19
Jack Harrington, Living
Nicholas & Kitty Murphy

Maura & Ed Tunney
Sunday, December 20
William McLaughlin
Fernando Mendoza Wu

