345 West Portal
Avenue, Suite 200
San Francisco
(415) 702-9772

Advertisement space available
please call the Rectory at
(415) 664-8481 to inquire.

fireflyorthodontics.com

Braces and
Invisalign for
children, teens
and adults.
Private parking available for patients!

WOODSMYTH
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Ray - (415) 420-6850
www.woodsmythconstruction.com

DALY CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
415-753-6804

Remodels
Additions
Bathrooms
Dry Rot
Upgrades

Residential & Commercial
Structural & Soft Story Upgrades, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Additions, Windows, Dry Rot

License # 789093

LIC.#659078

www.jimdalyconstruction.com
dalynjk@comcast.net

RIORDAN SYKES McFADDEN,
PC
Certified Specialists in Estate
Planning, Trust, and Probate Law
California State Bar, Board of
Legal Specialization

GARAGE DOOR
MARK GRIFFIN, Owner
Riordan High Grad,
St. Finn Barr Grad
8 Radio-Dispatched Trucks
Overhead Doors & Openers
2285 Revere Ave., S.F. 94124

381 West Portal Avenue, Suite B,
San Francisco

(415) 661-9050

FAMILY, COSMETIC, IMPLANT DENTISTRY

(415) 648-6413
Bonded & Insured

2033 Taraval St. (415) 665-8397

Lic. #671116

Estate Planning & Probate

McCoy Church Goods
1010 Howard Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94401

Mary Gemma O’Keeffe
Attorney at Law
1514 Taraval Street
San Francisco, CA 94116

(415) 664-6788

650-342-0924
Vaccarezza Glass Co.
Vinyl Windows, Shower Doors, Mirrors
Commercial and Residential
425 Taraval St.
Jim Vaccarezza
San Francisco
(415) 759-8290

JEFFREY S. JANG, D.D.S.
ORTHODONTICS
1848 Noriega St.
San Francisco
(415) 564-1552

341 - A Gellert Blvd.
Daly City
(650) 994-3900

LADIES ANCIENT ORDER OF
HIBERNIAN (LAOH)
Interested in joining Charitable Organization that
promostes charity, church, and Irish Heritage

Contact Rosemarie Azinheira
415-753-5680

Advertisement
space available
please call the
Rectory at
(415) 664-8481 to
inquire.

364 West Portal Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94116
Senior Discount 15%

Mon.--Fri. 7:30—7:00
Saturday 7:30—6:00
Laundry & Alterations

WHELAN ACADEMY
of IRISH DANCE
Sheila Whelan Gallagher, T.C.R.G.
Sharon Whelan MacSweeney, A.D.C.R.G.
Children & Adult Classes

(415) 242-5177

2555 SEVENTEENTH AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94116
TEL: (415) 664-8481; FAX: (415) 661-2957
EMAIL: STCECILIA@STCECILIA.COM W EB : STCECILIA.COM
PARISH OFFICE:
At this time, the Parish Office is open on a limited basis.
To contact our Parish staff please see the Parish website
or leave a message with the office. Your inquiry will be
returned as soon as possible.
TEMPORARY MASS SCHEDULE:
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 9:00 AM
SATURDAY VIGIL - 5:00 PM
SUNDAY: 9:30 AM AND 11:30 AM
PASTOR
Rev. Rene Ramoso
ASSOCIATE PASTORS
Rev. Paul Arnoult
Rev. Sebastine Bula, VC
DEACON
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM
Registered parishioners are invited to have their
children baptized at St. Cecilia’s. Parents and
Godparents must participate in
our Baptismal Preparation program.
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION of ADULTS
(Adult Baptism)
For information, please call (415) 664-8481
CONFESSION
By Appointment (415) 664-8481

SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY
To
be
married
at St. Cecilia, either the bride or the
IN RESIDENCE
groom must be Roman Catholic.
Rev. Msgr. Floro Arcamo
1. You qualify as an “in parish” couple if you live
Rev. L. Joseph Landi
within the parish boundaries or, have been regisSECRETARY: Irma Lavitoria
tered and active for six months or, have been raised
in the parish.
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Russell Ferreira - (650) 588-7493
2. If you do not meet one of the three qualifications,
then you are considered an “outside of parish”
COLLINS CENTER
SCHOOL
couple.
2560 18th Avenue
660 Vicente Street
3. Contact the parish office at least six months prior
San Francisco, CA 94116
San Francisco, CA 94116
to the date of your proposed wedding to participate
Phone: (415) 566-2690
Phone: (415) 731-8400
Mailing Address:
Email:Office@stceciliaschool.org in our marriage preparation program.
2555 17th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94116
Coordinator: Diane Weinkauf

Principal: Christopher Uskert
Secretary: Karen Carberry
Receptionist: Karen Colen

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

Monday thru Friday:
8:00AM-3:30PM

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION (CFF)

Pre-K/K to Grade 8
Virtual Classes
Louise Foo, CFF Volunteer
Email: lhyfoo@hotmail.com

ANOINTING of the SICK
This sacrament is for the elderly, the seriously ill, or
those scheduled for surgery. Call us when a family
member is admitted to a hospital or nursing facility.
SICK CALLS
In case of emergency, please call 415-535-8719.
HOSPITAL VISITS &
MINISTRY to the HOMEBOUND
Please call the Rectory with the names of
relatives or friends in the hospital or homebound.

Second Sunday of Lent - February 28, 2021
The Anatomy of Sacrifice

A gift, by definition, is something that is not deserved but given
freely. What is our first impulse when we are given a gift? Our
What do we mean when we say that we make a sacrifice? I have instinctual response is: “I can’t take this! I don’t deserve this!”
sacrificed my career for my children! I sacrifice a lot for my job! In essence, that gesture, that healthy instinctual response, is an
attempt to give the gift back to its giver. But, of course, the giver
Love demands that we make many sacrifices! Sometimes we
must sacrifice life itself for the sake of integrity! Christ sacrificed refuses to take the gift back and re-gives it to us with the
assurance: “but I want you to have this!” When we receive it the
himself for our sins! The Eucharist is a sacrifice!
second time, it is now more properly ours because, by trying to
give it back, we healthily recognized that it was a gift, unmerited,
From what is common in all these expressions we can extract
undeserved.
Webster’s definition of a sacrifice: the surrender of something of
value for the sake of something else.
That is the exact set of dynamics within the story of Abraham
offering to sacrifice Isaac. Isaac comes to him as the greatest,
most-undeserved, gift of his life. His willingness to sacrifice him
A gift, by definition, is something that is not
parallels the instinctual gesture: “I don’t deserve this! I cannot
deserved but given freely.
accept this!” He offers the gift back to its giver. But the giver,
Love itself, stops the gesture and gives the gift the second time.
Now Abraham can receive Isaac, without guilt, as gift. When
That is a good definition, but it contains more than first meets
they are walking back home, Isaac is now Abraham’s son in a
the eye, as is evident when we look at the concept of sacrifice in
way that he never was before. Abraham had to receive the gift
the Jewish and Christian scriptures. Take, for example, the
twice by sacrificing it the first time.
famous story where Abraham is asked to sacrifice his son, Isaac.
What is ultimately behind God’s invitation to Abraham to
That is the essence of sacrifice: to properly receive anything,
sacrifice Isaac on an altar?
including life itself, requires that we recognize it precisely as gift,
as something undeserved. And to do that requires sacrifice, a
Here are the outer elements of the story: Abraham has longed for
willingness to give some or the entire gift back to its giver.
a son for many years. Finally, after the situation was humanly
hopeless, Sarah conceives and they are given a son, Isaac, who is
the described as Abraham’s “only one,” his “precious one.” But We see this as the dynamic underlying the ritual of ancient
sacrifice. For example: A farmer would harvest a crop. But,
then God invites Abraham to take Isaac and offer him in
sacrifice. Abraham, with a heavy heart, agrees to the request and before he or his family would eat even mouthful of it, he would
sets off with Isaac, carrying wood, fire, and a knife, all the while take some of it (the “first-fruits”) and offer it back to God in the
form of a sacrifice, usually by burning it so that that the smoke
having to answer his son’s curiosity about why they were not
rising up to the heavens would take some of the crop back to God
bringing a victim for the sacrifice.
whom the farmer saw as the real giver of that crop. After
sacrificing some of it in this way, the farmer and his family could
When they arrive at the place of sacrifice, Abraham gathers the
now enjoy the rest of it without guilt because, by trying to give it
wood, lights the fire, binds Isaac, and then raises the knife to kill
back to its author, they made themselves more aware that it was
him. But God intervenes, stops the sacrifice, and gives Abraham
gift. They can now enjoy it without guilt precisely because,
a ram instead to offer. The story ends with Abraham walking
through sacrifice, they have acknowledged it as gift.
back to his own land together with Isaac. What is the deep lesson
inside this story?
That’s the inner essence of all sacrifice, whether the sacrificing of
a career for the sake of our children or Jesus’ sacrifice on the
At one level, the lesson is that God does not want human
cross. Sacrifice recognizes gift as gift. Like Abraham, it tries to
sacrifice, but there is a deeper, more intimate, inner lesson that
give the gift back to the giver, but the giver stops the sacrifice
teaches us something about the innate need inside of us to offer
and gives it back in even a deeper way.
sacrifice. Simply put, the lesson is this: In order for something to
be received as a gift it must be received twice. What is implied
We would enjoy our lives considerably more if we understood
here?
that.
-Ron Rolheiser
NEW BIBLE SHARING GROUP
The Parish Bible Sharing Group will meet on the first Wednesday
evening of the month @ 7:30 PM and will be led by Terence
Leung and Fr. Paul. It will be a one-hour meeting via Zoom and/
or phone call. Prior to each meeting, we will select a scripture
passage from an upcoming Sunday liturgy. During the meeting,
we will read the passage and share perspectives, insights, and
feelings. Participants will be emailed a Zoom link and a dial-in
phone number before each meeting. All parishioners are welcome
to join. To register for this class or for more information, please
contact Terence Leung @ terence.scp@gmail.com or call the
parish office and leave a message for Fr. Paul.

WELCOME BACK!



As of Monday, February 8th we will celebrate one weekday
(public) Mass at 9:00 AM, Monday thru Saturday.



The church will be open for visitation from 9:00 AM thru
2:00 PM, Monday - Saturday.



Saturday (vigil) Mass at 5:00 PM and Sunday Masses at
9:30 AM and 11:30 AM.



To attend Mass, a signed waiver is required, and masks and

social distancing must be maintained at all times.



Due to the ongoing health emergency, church capacity is

To request a Mass Intention, please mail or drop off
your list with the following information:
1.) Name of person (indicate if living or deceased)
2.) Name and phone number of the person requesting
the Mass.
3.) Check donations payable to Saint Cecilia Church.
* We still have openings as early as the 2nd week of
March 2021.

March 6th, 2021.

This year’s Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner will be a
drive-thru pick-up event between 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM.

limited to a maximum of 100 persons.

Dinners are $25.00 each or 5 for $100.00. Available
online at:https://scssf.ejoinme.org/stpatrick
Epiphany League’s 24th Annual Benefit Party and Show Please drop off check payment to the Rectory or at 16
Wawona Street on or before Monday, March 1st.



All Masses will continue to be live-streamed.

The Epiphany League invites you to join virtually on Thursday, March

18th at 6:00 PM. Epiphany Center was founded in 1852 to care for San
Francisco’s orphans and also support at-risk women, children and

For more information please call Liam and Stephanie
Reidy at 415-425-0202.

families, providing them with the tools and resources to heal and
transform their lives. Please visit TheEpiphanyCenter.org or call 415-

St. Cecilia Mothers’ Club invites you to enjoy the
annual Spring Fundraiser, A W hole New W orld, on
Saturday, March 20, 2021. With the support of our
Fasting and Abstinence
entire SC Community, we can make this virtual
fundraiser a huge success! Visit our website: https://
 Good Friday, and all Fridays of Lent: Everyone of age
scssf.ejoinme.org/awnw to learn more and if you
14 and up must abstain from consuming meat.
would like to help with the fundraising, send an email
 On Good Friday: Everyone of age 18 to 59 must fast
to SCSpringFundraiser2021@gmail.com.
unless exempt due to usually a medical reason.
351-4055 for more details.

 Those that are excused from fasting and abstinence

outside the age limits include the physically or mentally
Saint Cecilia Financial Report
ill including individuals suffering from chronic
July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020
illnesses such as diabetes. Also excluded are pregnant
or nursing women. In all cases, common sense should
Is now available for your perusal on our website
prevail, and ill persons should not further jeopardize
under the NEWS heading or you may request a hard
their health by fasting.

copy from the Parish Office.

THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOUR GIFT

2021 & 2022 MASS INTENTIONS

Our Parish’s 41st Annual St. Patrick’s Dinner
Celebration will take place on Saturday,

Offertory Collection 2021
February 20–21 - $15,108

FIRST FRIDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
March 5th, from 10:00 AM-2:00 PM

This Week’s Mass Intentions
Monday, March 01
Donald and Reno Tonegato
Vicente and Flora Macasaet
Luu Van Ann
Tuesday, March 02
Stephen Mc Enrtee, Living
Roberto Angcay
All Souls in Purgatory

Wednesday, March 03
Jeanne and Bill Holmes
John Micheal Maguire
Joseph and Nellie Maguire

Friday, March 05
Yulie Shin, Living
Pilar H. Low
Fr. Denis Doyle

Saturday, March 06
Thursday, March 04
Gary McEntee
All Members of the Collins Center
Barbara Ruck
Health of Phil Rosprim
Gitta Lewin
All Souls in Purgatory

Sunday, March 06
Michelena Dito
Peter Kwong Kwan

