345 West Portal
Avenue, Suite 200
San Francisco
(415) 702-9772

Advertisement space available
please call the Rectory at
(415) 664-8481 to inquire.

fireflyorthodontics.com

Braces and
Invisalign for
children, teens
and adults.
Private parking available for patients!

WOODSMYTH
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Ray - (415) 420-6850
www.woodsmythconstruction.com

DALY CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
415-753-6804

Remodels
Additions
Bathrooms
Dry Rot
Upgrades

Residential & Commercial
Structural & Soft Story Upgrades, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Additions, Windows, Dry Rot

License # 789093

LIC.#659078

www.jimdalyconstruction.com
dalynjk@comcast.net

RIORDAN SYKES McFADDEN,
PC
Certified Specialists in Estate
Planning, Trust, and Probate Law
California State Bar, Board of
Legal Specialization

GARAGE DOOR
MARK GRIFFIN, Owner
Riordan High Grad,
St. Finn Barr Grad
8 Radio-Dispatched Trucks
Overhead Doors & Openers
2285 Revere Ave., S.F. 94124

381 West Portal Avenue, Suite B,
San Francisco

(415) 661-9050

FAMILY, COSMETIC, IMPLANT DENTISTRY

(415) 648-6413
Bonded & Insured

2033 Taraval St. (415) 665-8397

Lic. #671116

Estate Planning & Probate

McCoy Church Goods
1010 Howard Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94401

Mary Gemma O’Keeffe
Attorney at Law
1514 Taraval Street
San Francisco, CA 94116

(415) 664-6788

650-342-0924
Vaccarezza Glass Co.
Vinyl Windows, Shower Doors, Mirrors
Commercial and Residential
425 Taraval St.
Jim Vaccarezza
San Francisco
(415) 759-8290

JEFFREY S. JANG, D.D.S.
ORTHODONTICS
1848 Noriega St.
San Francisco
(415) 564-1552

341 - A Gellert Blvd.
Daly City
(650) 994-3900

LADIES ANCIENT ORDER OF
HIBERNIAN (LAOH)
Interested in joining Charitable Organization that
promostes charity, church, and Irish Heritage

Contact Rosemarie Azinheira
415-753-5680

Advertisement
space available
please call the
Rectory at
(415) 664-8481 to
inquire.

2555 SEVENTEENTH AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94116
TEL: (415) 664-8481; FAX: (415) 661-2957
EMAIL: STCECILIA@STCECILIA.COM
PARISH OFFICE:
At this time, the Parish Office is open on a limited basis.
To contact our Parish staff please see the Parish website
or leave a message with the office. Your inquiry will be
returned as soon as possible.
MASS SCHEDULE:
SATURDAY: 5:00 PM (VIGIL)
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 9:00 AM
SUNDAY: 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM
PASTOR
Rev. Rene Ramoso
ASSOCIATE PASTORS
Rev. Paul Arnoult
Rev. Sebastine Bula, VC
DEACON
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond
IN RESIDENCE
Rev. Msgr. Floro Arcamo
Rev. L. Joseph Landi

SECRETARY: Irma Raguro-Lavitoria
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Russell Ferreira - (650) 588-7493

364 West Portal Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94116
Senior Discount 15%

Mon.--Fri. 7:30—7:00
Saturday 7:30—6:00
Laundry & Alterations

WHELAN ACADEMY
of IRISH DANCE
Sheila Whelan Gallagher, T.C.R.G.
Sharon Whelan MacSweeney, A.D.C.R.G.
Children & Adult Classes

(415) 242-5177

COLLINS CENTER
2560 18th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94116
Phone: (415) 566-2690
Mailing Address:
2555 17th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94116
Coordinator: Diane Weinkauf

SCHOOL
660 Vicente Street
San Francisco, CA 94116
Phone: (415) 731-8400
Email:Office@stceciliaschool.org
Principal: Christopher Uskert
Secretary: Karen Carberry
Receptionist: Karen Colen

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

Monday thru Friday:
8:00AM-3:30PM

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION (CFF)

Pre-K and K-”First Steps in the Faith”
Sunday, 9:30 AM in the Lower Church
Grades 1 through 8
Sunday, 8:30 AM in the Convent and Collins Center
Louise Foo, CFF Volunteer
Email: lhyfoo@hotmail.com

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM
Registered parishioners are invited to have their
children baptized at St. Cecilia’s. Parents and
Godparents must participate in
our Baptismal Preparation program.
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION of ADULTS
(Adult Baptism)
For information, please call (415) 664-8481
CONFESSION
By Appointment (415) 664-8481
SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY
To be married at St. Cecilia, either the bride or the
groom must be Roman Catholic.
1. You qualify as an “in parish” couple if you live
within the parish boundaries or, have been registered and active for six months or, have been raised
in the parish.
2. If you do not meet one of the three qualifications,
then you are considered “outside of parish” couple.
3. Contact the parish office at least six months prior
to the date of your proposed wedding to participate
in our marriage preparation program.
ANOINTING of the SICK
This sacrament is for the elderly, the seriously ill, or
those scheduled for surgery. Call us when a family
member is admitted to a hospital or nursing facility.
SICK CALLS
In case of emergency, please call 415-535-8719.
HOSPITAL VISITS &
MINISTRY to the HOMEBOUND
Please call the Rectory with the names of
relatives or friends in the hospital or homebound.

Fifth Sunday of Easter - May 02, 2021
On Naming the Present Moment?
There’s a story told about Anna Akhmatova, a Russian poet.
During Stalin’s purges, thousands of Russians had been
imprisoned and she, along with others, was standing in line
outside of a prison, waiting to leave food and letters for loved
ones inside. The waiting was doubly frustrating because they
didn’t know how long they would have to wait to see their loved
ones and they didn’t know whether their loved ones were still
alive or not. In the midst of this, a woman recognized Akhmatova
and asked her: “Can you describe this?” “Yes, I can!”
Akhmatova replied. Afterward she remembered that, as she said
this, something like a smile passed between the other woman and
herself. Just to be able to put words to what was happening was
somehow freeing, an act of defiance.

Are we on the road to Emmaus?
To name something properly brings a certain peace of mind. We
know this from experience. For instance, when a person we know
falls victim to an accident, a crime, or a tragedy of any sort, we
have no peace of mind until we know exactly what’s happened to
him or her. No matter how painful the revelation might be (he or
she might be the victim of an horrific accident, murder, torture,
rape) we need to know what’s happened. The reality has to be
named, described. This isn’t a question of morbid curiosity, but
of peace of mind. The soul needs to know.
This is indeed the basis of spiritual direction. What good
direction does is to help us to name properly what we are
undergoing. John of the Cross tells us that the process of
spiritual direction works this way: first, there is raw experience
itself, the flow of events in our lives that triggers a bevy of
thoughts and feelings that both stimulate and perplex the soul.
This is like uncut-dough, in need of shaping. Good direction
begins with that uncooked material.

When there is a proper fit, peace ensues. The experience has
been properly named and we have turned raw circumstance into
shaped destiny. To name something properly is an act of faith, an
act that manifests transcendence. Raw forces are forever
impaling themselves upon us, but we get to determine their
meaning. We do that by naming our experiences correctly.
Psychotherapy works in the same way, except that it uses
psychological paradigms rather than faith-based ones in its
efforts to name what is happening inside of a person.
If this is true, then putting proper names to what is happening
inside our experience is the place where we can read the
language of God. John of the Cross suggests that God’s daily
word is written inside of ordinary experience. Our task then is
that of examining our own experiences and trying to name what
God is saying to us inside these, by using images from scripture
and our faith tradition.
For example, today, a group of believers might ask itself: “What
time are we living in? Is this the time of the desert? Is this again
the time of the Babylonian exile? Are we on the road to
Emmaus? Are we meeting Jesus, along with the Syro-Phoenician
woman, on the borders of ethnicity, religion, gender? Are we in
the upper room, awaiting a new Pentecost, taking seriously
Jesus’ counsel to not leave the city until we feel ourselves clothed
with power?”
And, given our experience of being Christian within a postecclesial society, we might ask too: “What is God saying to us
inside of a culture that is spiritual but not ecclesial, Christian but
mostly bitter and grandiose about its own roots? Is this a time of
pruning, of special humbling? What is our task in a time of
ecclesial, historical disprivilege? What should our waiting consist
in?”
To pray and to struggle naming our experiences biblically and in
faith is to “read the signs of the times.” It’s also good spiritual
direction, as John of the Cross defines this. Moreover, it is too, in
Anna Akhmatova’s words, “an act of political defiance.” When
we get it right, a smile will pass between us.

Next comes the objectification of that experience. The person
seeking guidance must in some way give expression to his or her
experience, however crudely, through words, a drawing, a dance,
whatever. But this initial expression is not yet an interpretation. I like a comment I once heard from Richard Rohr: “Not
That’s the next step.
everything can be cured or fixed, but it should be named
properly.”
-Ron Rolheiser
With the help of the director, the person now searches for a
name to properly describe what is happening inside him or her.
Using paradigms drawn from scripture and Christian tradition,
the one being directed tests various images, like one would try on
shoes in a store, looking for a good fit: “Could this be the same
thing as Job experienced? Could this be an experience of the
‘desert’? Is God testing me as he did Abraham and Sarah?”

MOTHERS’ CLUB SPAGHETTI BINGO IS BACK THIS YEAR!
Save the date for this family favorite on Saturday, May 8th.
This year’s event will be a Spaghetti Dinner and Drive-Thru Bingo Night.
To order a meal, please visit: https://scssf.ejoinme.org/MyEvents/2021SpaghettiBingo/2021SpaghettiDinner
andDriveThroughBingoNight/tabid/1230751/Default.aspx

A TRIBUTE

CURRENT MASS SCHEDULE


At this time, we are celebrating one weekday Mass at 9:00 AM, In commemoration of Flores de Mayo (Flowers of May),
we pay tribute to an amazing lady, Happy Kramer, for
Monday thru Saturday.
her selflessness and volunteerism in making our Church
 The church will be open for visitation from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM, altar beautiful with her flower arrangements for many
Monday - Saturday, holidays excepted.
years on countless occasions. While serving the floral
ministry, she also dedicated her time serving as a
 Saturday (vigil) Mass at 5:00 PM and Sunday Masses at 7:30 AM, sacristan, event coordinator, rectory volunteer, and
9:30 AM and 11:30 AM.
more. Happy has done it all and we will forever be
grateful for her service. We wish her all the very best.
 To attend Mass, a signed waiver is required (one per household), and
-Fr. Rene
masks and social distancing must be maintained at all times.
 If you are ill, elderly, have an underlying health condition, or are The finest, the greatest and the best partner I could ask
for as we worked joyfully side by side for many years
simply anxious about returning to Church for any reason,
decorating the altar with flowers.
-Remy Retuta
Archbishop Cordileone reminds you that, even though public Masses
have resumed, all Catholics are dispensed from the obligation to Happy is one of the most faithful and dedicated
attend Sunday Mass indefinitely during this current health crisis. parishioners I have ever met. She never says no when
Remember that all Masses are live-streamed, seven days a week.
asked to help and extends herself to every part of our
parish family. She followed in the tradition of her
SAINT MARY’S CATHEDRAL SUNDAY MUSIC
mother doing the weekly flowers for our beautiful Altar
LIVESTREAMS (ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL YOU TUBE)
and can never be replaced in her dedication to our
Church. Happy was raised in this parish and she also
Enjoy the longest continuously running organ concert series in San raised her own family here with all of her five
Francisco, and other instrumental and vocal recitals as well, Sundays at children, four boys and one girl, attending Saint
4:00 PM.
Cecilia’s School as well as all of her grandchildren. She
 May 2: The Pianissimo (Piano Trio of the Musical Arts Association) will be sorely missed by our parish and the League of
 May 9: Quantum Quartet (Piano Quartet), with Jeanette Wilkin the Sacred Heart. Happy is the best. Blessings to Happy
in her new home in Sonoma!
-Romy Scott
Tietze, piano; Wendy Loder, vioin; Meg Eldridge, viola; and Joel
Cohen, cello.
All the ladies of the League of the Sacred Heart extend
 May 16: St. Brigid School Honor Choir (Cathedral Choir School). their deepest gratitude and good wishes to Happy
Spring Concert.
Kramer as she begins her new life in Sonoma! Happy
has been a devoted member of the League for many
EPIPHANY CENTER’S 13TH ANNUAL
years. She was most often working in the background;
CELEBRATING MOTHER’S E-LUNCHEON
setting up, cleaning up, buying supplies, creating floral
and other decorative arrangements, planning for
(Wednesday, May 5th)
Featured at the event will be an online Silent Auction, our special retreats, and all with a smile on her lovely face.
Marketplace to purchase beautiful Orchid Gardens, locally sourced Born and raised in St. Cecilia’s Parish, Happy gave her
honey and much more. Your ticket includes a catered lunch delivered to a heart and soul to it in a variety of ways - most recently
as President of The League of the Sacred Heart. We are
specific bay area location by McCall’s Catering and Events.
indebted to her and ask Our Dear Lord to bless her
Founded in 1852 as Mount St. Joseph-St Elizabeth by the Daughters of
abundantly as she relocates to sunshine and a new
Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul to care for San Francisco’s orphans, the parish. Our loss is that Parish’s gain. May all her days
agency continues today to support at-risk women and children, providing be filled with the joy that she brought the League.
them with the support and confidence they need to heal and thrive. For Happy, we wish you all the best.
- Sue Hoffman
more information and to purchase tickets, please call 415-351-4055.

CATHOLIC HOME MISSIONS APPEAL
Thank you for your generous support of last week’s appeal. Your
generosity will help strengthen the Church at home and ensure that the
Gospel is spread across the United States. If you missed the appeal, its not
too late to give! Envelopes can be found in the vestibule of the church.
Please visit www.usccb.org/home-missions for more information.

THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOUR GIFT
Offertory Collection 2021
April 24-25 - $9,495

JOIN THE SUCCESS!
Campaign Goal
$134,315

Amount Received
$27,253 (20%)

Due
$107,063

If you have not made a gift to the Archdiocesan Annual Appeal,
we ask you to do so today. We invite everyone to share a portion
of God’s blessings with others by supporting the Annual
Appeal. Every gift is greatly appreciated and very beneficial.
Envelopes are found in the vestibule of the church. Thank you!

This Week’s Mass Intentions
Monday, May 03
Wednesday, May 05
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Cornelius and Bridget O’Callaghan Con Galvin
Nguyen Duc Tinh
Margaret and Jeremiah Casey

Friday, May 07
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Ben Casey
Yulie Sinh, Living

Tuesday, May 04
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Stephen McEntee, Living
Robert Wascholl

Saturday, May 08
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Carmen Lau
Sean Langan

Thursday, May 06
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Gloria Roberts, Living
Con and Mairead Doyle

Sunday, May 09
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Lois Gardner

