345 West Portal
Avenue, Suite 200
San Francisco
(415) 702-9772

Advertisement space available
please call the Rectory at
(415) 664-8481 to inquire.

fireflyorthodontics.com

Braces and
Invisalign for
children, teens
and adults.
Private parking available for patients!

WOODSMYTH
CONSTRUCTION CO.

Ray - (415) 420-6850
www.woodsmythconstruction.com

DALY CONSTRUCTION
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
415-753-6804

Remodels
Additions
Bathrooms
Dry Rot
Upgrades

Residential & Commercial
Structural & Soft Story Upgrades, Kitchens, Bathrooms, Additions, Windows, Dry Rot

License # 789093

LIC.#659078

www.jimdalyconstruction.com
dalynjk@comcast.net

RIORDAN SYKES McFADDEN,
PC
Certified Specialists in Estate
Planning, Trust, and Probate Law
California State Bar, Board of
Legal Specialization

GARAGE DOOR
MARK GRIFFIN, Owner
Riordan High Grad,
St. Finn Barr Grad
8 Radio-Dispatched Trucks
Overhead Doors & Openers
2285 Revere Ave., S.F. 94124

381 West Portal Avenue, Suite B,
San Francisco

(415) 661-9050

FAMILY, COSMETIC, IMPLANT DENTISTRY

(415) 648-6413
Bonded & Insured

2033 Taraval St. (415) 665-8397

Lic. #671116

Estate Planning & Probate

McCoy Church Goods
1010 Howard Ave.
San Mateo, CA 94401

Mary Gemma O’Keeffe
Attorney at Law
1514 Taraval Street
San Francisco, CA 94116

(415) 664-6788

650-342-0924
Vaccarezza Glass Co.
Vinyl Windows, Shower Doors, Mirrors
Commercial and Residential
425 Taraval St.
Jim Vaccarezza
San Francisco
(415) 759-8290

JEFFREY S. JANG, D.D.S.
ORTHODONTICS
1848 Noriega St.
San Francisco
(415) 564-1552

341 - A Gellert Blvd.
Daly City
(650) 994-3900

LADIES ANCIENT ORDER OF
HIBERNIAN (LAOH)
Interested in joining Charitable Organization that
promostes charity, church, and Irish Heritage

Contact Rosemarie Azinheira
415-753-5680

Advertisement
space available
please call the
Rectory at
(415) 664-8481 to
inquire.

2555 SEVENTEENTH AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94116
TEL: (415) 664-8481; FAX: (415) 661-2957
EMAIL: STCECILIA@STCECILIA.COM
PARISH OFFICE:
At this time, the Parish Office is open on a limited basis.
To contact our Parish staff please see the Parish website
or leave a message with the office. Your inquiry will be
returned as soon as possible.
MASS SCHEDULE:
SATURDAY: 5:00 PM (VIGIL)
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 9:00 AM
SUNDAY: 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM
PASTOR
Rev. Rene Ramoso
ASSOCIATE PASTORS
Rev. Paul Arnoult
Rev. Sebastine Bula, VC
DEACON
Rev. Mr. Rory Desmond
IN RESIDENCE
Rev. Msgr. Floro Arcamo
Rev. L. Joseph Landi

SECRETARY: Irma Raguro-Lavitoria
MUSIC DIRECTOR: Russell Ferreira - (650) 588-7493

364 West Portal Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94116
Senior Discount 15%

Mon.--Fri. 7:30—7:00
Saturday 7:30—6:00
Laundry & Alterations

WHELAN ACADEMY
of IRISH DANCE
Sheila Whelan Gallagher, T.C.R.G.
Sharon Whelan MacSweeney, A.D.C.R.G.
Children & Adult Classes

(415) 242-5177

COLLINS CENTER
2560 18th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94116
Phone: (415) 566-2690
Mailing Address:
2555 17th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94116
Coordinator: Diane Weinkauf

SCHOOL
660 Vicente Street
San Francisco, CA 94116
Phone: (415) 731-8400
Email:Office@stceciliaschool.org
Principal: Christopher Uskert
Secretary: Karen Carberry
Receptionist: Karen Colen

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM

Monday thru Friday:
8:00AM-3:30PM

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION (CFF)

Pre-K and K-”First Steps in the Faith”
Sunday, 9:30 AM in the Lower Church
Grades 1 through 8
Sunday, 8:30 AM in the Convent and Collins Center
Louise Foo, CFF Volunteer
Email: lhyfoo@hotmail.com

SACRAMENT of BAPTISM
Registered parishioners are invited to have their
children baptized at St. Cecilia’s. Parents and
Godparents must participate in
our Baptismal Preparation program.
RITE of CHRISTIAN INITIATION of ADULTS
(Adult Baptism)
For information, please call (415) 664-8481
CONFESSION
By Appointment (415) 664-8481
SACRAMENT of MATRIMONY
To be married at St. Cecilia, either the bride or the
groom must be Roman Catholic.
1. You qualify as an “in parish” couple if you live
within the parish boundaries or, have been registered and active for six months or, have been raised
in the parish.
2. If you do not meet one of the three qualifications,
then you are considered “outside of parish” couple.
3. Contact the parish office at least six months prior
to the date of your proposed wedding to participate
in our marriage preparation program.
ANOINTING of the SICK
This sacrament is for the elderly, the seriously ill, or
those scheduled for surgery. Call us when a family
member is admitted to a hospital or nursing facility.
SICK CALLS
In case of emergency, please call 415-535-8719.
HOSPITAL VISITS &
MINISTRY to the HOMEBOUND
Please call the Rectory with the names of
relatives or friends in the hospital or homebound.

Sixth Sunday of Easter - May 09, 2021
Measuring Ourselves in Love
When I was younger, I was pretty confident that I knew
what love meant. After all, we all experience love in some
way, being in love, loving someone, being loved by
someone. Virtually everyone has known the love of
somebody, a friend, a family member, an acquaintance.

It's one thing to love someone who adores you, it's quite
another to love someone who wants you dead!
But that's the real test. Jesus’ command to love contains a
critical subordinate clause, “as I have loved you!” What
was unique in the way he loved us?

Where Jesus stretches us beyond our natural instincts and
beyond all self-delusion is in his command to love our
It's easy to consider ourselves as loving if we
enemies, to be warm to those who are cold to us, to be kind
to those who are cruel to us, to do good to those who hate
only look at one side of things.
us, to forgive those who hurt us, to forgive those who won't
forgive us, and ultimately to love and forgive those who are
But the older I get the more I wonder sometimes whether I, trying to kill us.
or most anyone else, has much sense of what that over-used
That command, love and forgive your enemies, more than
word, love, really means? When we are honest, we sense
any creedal formula or other moral issue, is the litmus-test
our own distance from its full meaning. Why?
for Christian discipleship. We can ardently believe in and
defend every item in the creed and fight passionately for
Because, the older we get, the more we also begin to know
justice in all its dimensions, but the real test of whether or
love's dark side. Too common are these experiences: We
not we are followers of Jesus is the capacity or nonfall in love and think it will last forever, but then fall out of
capacity to forgive an enemy, to remain warm and loving
love, feel love go sour, feel love grow cold, see love
towards someone who is not warm and loving to us.
betrayed, feel ourselves wounded by love, and wound
others. Finally, even more upsetting, we all find that there
are always people in our lives who are cold, bitter, and
unforgiving towards us so that it is not always easy to feel
love for them and be loving.
In the light of this reticence, I would like to comment on
Jesus’ most important commandment: “Love one another
as I have loved you!”
We too easily read that simplistically, romantically, and in
a one-sided, over-confident manner. But this command
contains the most important challenge of the whole gospel
and, like the deepest part of the gospel to which it is linked,
the crucifixion, it is very, very difficult to imitate. Why?

We shouldn't delude ourselves on this. It is easy to
rationalize this away and, if we do, no doubt there will be
more than enough false friends around who will furnish us
with both theological and psychological arguments that
will justify us in not loving our enemies. But the gospel is
uncompromising: We are loving or non-loving not on the
basis of how we respond to those who love us, but on the
basis of how we respond to those who hate us, and are cold,
hostile, and murderous toward us. That's the hard, nonnegotiable truth underlying Jesus' command to love and,
when we are honest, we have to admit that we are still a
long ways from measuring up to that.

There's a sobering challenge in an old Stevie Nicks song,
“Gold-dust Woman”: she suggests that it's good that, at a
It's easy to consider ourselves as loving if we only look at
point in life, someone “shatters our illusion of love,”
one side of things, namely, how we relate to those people
because far too often, blind to its own true intentions, our
who are loving, warm, respectful, and gracious towards us.
love is manipulative and self-serving. Too often, the song
If we rate ourselves on how we feel about ourselves in our
points out, we are lousy lovers who unconsciously pick our
best moments among like-minded friends, we can easily
prey.
conclude both that we are loving persons and that we are
measuring up to Jesus' command to love as he did.
What shatters our illusion of love is the presence in our
lives of people who hate us. They're the test. It’s there
But, if we begin to look at the skeletons in our relational
where we have to measure up. If we can love them, we're
closets our naive confidence soon disappears: what about
real lovers; if we can't, we're still under a self-serving
the people who hate us, whom we don't like? What about
illusion.
-Ron Rolheiser
the people whom we avoid and who avoid us? What about
those people towards whom we feel resentment? What
about all those people with whom we are at odds, towards
whom we feel suspicion, coldness, anger? What about
those people whom we haven't been able to forgive?

A MOTHER’S DAY PRAYER

CURRENT MASS SCHEDULE


At this time, we are celebrating one weekday Mass at 9:00 AM,
Monday thru Saturday.

Loving God, you wrap your arms around your people and
show your everlasting love, in the same way a mother loves her



The church will be open for visitation from 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM, children.
Monday - Saturday, holidays excepted.



Saturday (vigil) Mass at 5:00 PM and Sunday Masses at 7:30 AM, mothers in our lives: our own mother who brought us into this world;
9:30 AM and 11:30 AM.
the mothers of friends who welcomed us into their homes and families;



To attend Mass, a signed waiver is required (one per household), and our grandmothers who took time for us; and the mothers who have
masks and social distancing must be maintained at all times.
helped us even though we were not their children.



Bless all mothers in this world. May they know the fullness of
If you are ill, elderly, have an underlying health condition, or are
simply anxious about returning to Church for any reason, the love which they have shared and the difference they made in our
Archbishop Cordileone reminds you that, even though public Masses
lives. Amen.
have resumed, all Catholics are dispensed from the obligation to
attend Sunday Mass indefinitely during this current health crisis.
Remember that all Masses are live-streamed, seven days a week.
A special token will be given to Mothers after mass.

We are grateful for the love you have taught us through the

May you all have a safe and joyful celebration!

SAINT MARY’S CATHEDRAL SUNDAY MUSIC
LIVESTREAMS (ST. MARY’S CATHEDRAL YOU TUBE)

You are invited to honor your Mother, Grandmother, or someone

Enjoy the longest continuously running organ concert series in San who has been like a mother to you - living or deceased - by means
Francisco, and other instrumental and vocal recitals as well, Sundays at
of a “Mother’s Day Spiritual Bouquet”.
4:00 PM.
 May 9: Quantum Quartet (Piano Quartet), with Jeanette Wilkin Those honored will be remembered at all of our Masses and in a
Tietze, piano; Wendy Loder, vioin; Meg Eldridge, viola; and Joel
special “Mother’s Day Novena of Prayers”,
Cohen, cello.
beginning Monday, May 10th.
 May 16: St. Brigid School Honor Choir (Cathedral Choir School).
Please use the envelopes available at the church entrances to make
Spring Concert.
your offering and place it in the collection box near St. Joseph.
If you wish, you may see the priest after Mass or make

Newly Baptized

arrangements with the office, to pick up a Mother’s Day card.

Levi Elias David
West Damien Wai Lin

Catholic Communication Campaign (CCC)
Your support helps the CCC connect people to Christ and builds Catholic

Warm wishes and welcome to our community of faith.
May God’s joy, love and peace fill you through all your tomorrows.

communities in the United States and around the world using the internet,
television, radio and print media. Half of the funds we collect remain in the
Diocese of San Francisco to support local efforts. Be part of this campaign to

Eternal Repose of the Souls of the
Recently Departed
Matthew Gerard Carlin

spread the Gospel message. Envelopes can be found in the vestibule of the

church. To learn more, visit www.usccb.org/ccc.

Patrick Kevin Lynch

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and let the perpetual light
shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
With sincere gratitude, we would like to thank our long time parishioner
who has recently passed: Patrick Kevin Lynch for his unceasing support
to the parish.

THANK YOU FOR SHARING YOUR GIFT
Offertory Collection 2021
April May 01 –02 $11,360

IF YOU HAVE NOT YET HAD THE OPPORTUNITY
Campaign Goal
$134,315

Amount Received
$29,813 (22%)

Due
$104,503

We are excited by the response of our parish family thus far to
the Annual Appeal. If you have not made your gift, we ask you
to do so today. We invite everyone to share a portion of God’s
Blessings with those in need. Your generosity impacts lives.
Thank you! Envelopes are found in the vestibule of the church.

This Week’s Mass Intentions
Monday, May 10
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Philip and Patricia Kwan
Mike Kelly
Edna Welch
Tuesday, May 11
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Margaret McLaughlin, Living
Liam and Teresa Gleeson

James and John O’Neill
Wednesday, May 12
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Patrick Quirke
John and Ashling Quill
Pat and Patsy Healy
Thursday, May 13
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
William McLaughlin

Benjamin Casey
Conor Hurley
Friday, May 14
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Donald and Reno Tonegato
Ferdinand Reyes Ysip
Mary Doyle
Saturday, May 015
Mother’s Day Novena Mass

Frank McGann
Peter Kolenda
Maura and Ed Tunney
Sunday, May 16
Mother’s Day Novena Mass
Peter Kwong Kwan
Martin McDonald

